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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 43, 46-49, 51-60, 63-64, 67-70, 72-81 and 84 are presented for examination. 
Claims 1-42, 44-45, 50, 61-62, 65-66, 71 and 82-83 are canceled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/20/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 43, 46-49, 51-60, 63-64, 67-70, 72-81 and 84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Reed et al (Reed), US 6,004,205, in view of Brunson et al (Brunson), 
US 6,018,762, and Frietas et al (Frietas), US 2002/0049858. 



5. Reed and Frietas were cited in the previous office action. 
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6. As per claim 43, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a method 
for operating an electronic mail server system having databases associated with client devices 
(col.20, lines 65-67, col.21, lines 1-5), the method comprising: 

a. Receiving input to change an organizational structure of a database (col.5, lines 5- 
17, col.29, lines 36-38, col.43, lines 29-40, 44-47, col.44, lines 14-17); 

b. Making a change to the organizational structure of the database in response to the 
input (col.5, lines 5-19, col.29, lines 36-38, col.43, lines 29-40, 44-47, col.44, 
lines 14-17); and 

c. Pushing a message to a client device associated with the database, the message 
comprising information about the change to the database, wherein the information 
is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of the database stored 
locally in the client device with the database prior to notifying a user of the 
change to the database (col.5, lines 6-19, col. 8, lines 38-43, col.9, lines 8-16, 44- 
47, col.12, lines 16-17, col.20, lines 51-64, col.21, lines 1-5, col.29, lines 36-38, 
col.37, lines 2-6, 36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15). 

7. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
mailbox (col.5, lines 64-67, col.6, lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
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the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (col. 3, lines 29-35, col.6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson's teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

8. Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
client devices allows Reed and Brunson's system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 

9. As per claim 52, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a method 
for operating a client device, the method comprising: 

a. Receiving a pushed message (col.9, lines 8-16, 44-47, col. 37, lines 33-36); 

b. Determining whether the message is a mail notification (col. 36, lines 42-49, 51- 
53, col.37, lines 36-40); and 

c. If the message is a mail notification, then decoding the message to obtain message 
access protocol parameters; connecting to a mail server and synchronizing a 
cached database stored locally in the client device with an associated database 
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stored in the mail server, wherein the synchronizing comprises using the message 
access protocol parameters to determine a change made to an organization 
structure performed prior to notifying a user of the change; and notifying the user 
of the client device of the change (col.5, lines 6-19, col. 8, lines 38-43, col.12, 
lines 16-17, coL20, lines 51-64, col.21, lines 1-5, col.29, lines 36-38, col.37, lines 
2-6, 36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15). 

10. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
mailbox (coL5, lines 64-67, col. 6, lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (coL3, lines 29-35, col. 6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson's teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

1 1 . Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/054,77 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2152 

combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
client devices allows Reed and Brunson' s system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 



12. As per claim 57, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a method 
for operating a client device, the method comprising: 

a. Receiving a pushed message (col.9, lines 8-16, 44-47, col. 37, lines 33-36); 

b. Determining whether the message is a mail notification (col. 36, lines 42-49, 51- 
53, col.37, lines 36-40); and 

c. If the message is a mail notification, then decoding the message to determine a 
change made to the organizational structure of a database stored in a mail server; 
and synchronizing a cached version of the database stored locally in the client 
device with the database prior to notifying a user of the change, wherein 
synchronizing comprises updating the cached database in response to decoding 
(col.5, lines 6-19, col.8, lines 38-43, col.12, lines 16-17, col.20, lines 51-64, 
col.21, lines 1-5, 34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-38, col.37, lines 2-6, 
36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.42, lines 18-29, col.43, lines 1-15). 

13. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
mailbox (col.5, lines 64-67, col.6, lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
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mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (col. 3, lines 29-35, col.6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson's teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

14. Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
client devices allows Reed and Brunson's system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 

15. As per claim 64, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a electronic 
mail server system having a database associated with a client device, the system comprising: 

a. A receiving mechanism to receive input to change an organizational structure of a 
database (col.5, lines 5-17, col.29, lines 36-38, coL43, lines 29-40, 44-47, col.44, 
lines 14-17); and 

b. A transmitting mechanism to push a message to a client device associated with 
the database, the message comprising information about the change to the 
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organizational structure of the database, wherein the information is used by the 
client device to synchronize a cached version of the database stored locally in the 
client device with the database prior to notifying a user of the change to the 
organizational structure of the database (col. 5, lines 6-19, col. 8, lines 38-43, col.9, 
lines 8-16, 44-47, col.12, lines 16-17, col.20, lines 51-64, col.21, lines 1-5, col.29, 
lines 36-38, col.37, lines 2-6, 36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15, 29-40, 
44-47, col.44, lines 14-17). 

16. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
mailbox (col. 5, lines 64-67, col.6, lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (col. 3, lines 29-35, col.6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson' s teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

17. Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
client devices allows Reed and Brunson' s system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 

18. As per claim 73, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a client 
device comprising: 

a. A receiving mechanism to receive a pushed message (col. 9, lines 8-16, 44-47, 
col. 37, lines 33-36); 

b. A processing mechanism to determine whether the message is a mail notification 
(col.36, lines 42-49, 51-53, col.37, lines 36-40); 

c. A decoding mechanism to decode the message if the message is a mail 
notification thereby to obtain message access protocol parameters (col. 12, lines 
16-17, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-38, col.37, lines 36-40, col.39, lines 
10-45, col.42, lines 18-29, col.43, lines 1-15); 

d. A connection mechanism to connect to a mail server and synchronize a cached 
database stored locally in the client device with an associated database stored in 
the mail server, wherein synchronizing comprises using the message access 
protocol parameters to determine a change made to an organizational structure of 
the associated database, wherein the connecting and synchronizing are performed 
prior to notifying a user of the changes (col. 5, lines 6-19, col. 8, lines 38-43, 
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col.12, lines 16-17, col.20, lines 51-64, col.21, lines 1-5, col.29, lines 36-38, 
col.37, lines 2-6, 36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15); and 
e. A notification mechanism to notify the user of the client device of the changes 
(coL8, lines 38-43, col.12, lines 16-17, col.29, lines 36-38, col.37, lines 2-6, 
col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15). 

19. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
mailbox (col.5, lines 64-67, col.6, lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (col.3, lines 29-35, col.6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson' s teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

20. Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
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client devices allows Reed and Brunson's system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 



21 . As per claim 78, Reed taught the invention substantially as claimed including a client 
device comprising: 

a. A receiving mechanism to receive a pushed message (col. 9, lines 8-16, 44-47, 
col.37, lines 33-36); 

b. A processing mechanism to determine whether the message is a mail notification 
(col.36, lines 42-49, 51-53, col.37, lines 36-40); 

c. A decoding mechanism to decode the message if the message is a mail 
notification thereby to obtain a change made to the organizational structure of a 
database stored in a mail server (col. 12, lines 16-17, col.23, lines 39-49, col. 29, 
lines 29-38, col.37, lines 36-40, col.39, lines 10-45, col.42, lines 18-29, col.43, 
lines 1-15); and 

d. A synchronization mechanism to synchronize a cached version of the database 
stored locally in the client device with the database prior to notifying a user of the 
change, wherein synchronizing comprises updating the cached database in 
response to decoding (col. 8, lines 38-43, col.20, lines 51-64, col.21, lines 1-5, 34- 
42, col.37, lines 2-6, col.39, lines 10-45, col.42, lines 18-29, col.43, lines 1-15). 



22. Reed did not specifically teach that the client device is wireless and that the databases are 
mailboxes. Brunson taught to receive input to make changes to an organizational structure of a 
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mailbox (col.5, lines 64-67, col.6 5 lines 1-20); and pushing a status message to a client device 
associated with the mailbox, the status message comprising information about the change to the 
mailbox, wherein the information is used by the client device to synchronize a cached version of 
the mailbox stored locally in the client device with the mailbox (col. 3, lines 29-35, col. 6, lines 9- 
26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Reed and Brunson because Brunson's teaching of 
synchronizing mailboxes including synchronizing the change of states of emails enables Reed's 
method to synchronize mailboxes when a change in state of any mail is detected (see Brunson, 
col.3, lines 29-35). 

23. Reed and Brunson did not specifically teach that the client devices are wireless client 
devices. Frietas taught that client devices can be wireless (pp. 0003, 0006-0007, 0022-0023). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Reed, Brunson and Frietas because Frietas' teaching of using wireless 
client devices allows Reed and Brunson's system to provide portable capabilities to users (pp. 
0023). 

24. As per claim 46, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 43. Reed further taught that the change in the organizational structure of the mailbox 
comprises a change to a mail folder structure of the mailbox (col. 20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 
34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 
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25. As per claim 47, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 46. Reed further taught that the change to the mail folder structure of the mailbox 
comprises at least one of adding, removing, and renaming a folder in the mailbox (col.20, lines 
54-64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

26. As per claim 48, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 46. Reed further taught that the information comprises parameters required by a 
message access protocol, to be used by the wireless client device to synchronize by retrieving the 
change to the mail folder form the server (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 21). 

27. As per claim 49, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 43. Reed further taught that further comprising checking whether the wireless client 
device is subscribed to receive the message; and sending the message only if the wireless client 
device is so subscribed (col. 5, lines 2-7, col.9, lines 8-16). 

28. As per claim 53, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 52. Reed further taught that synchronizing further comprises retrieving new mail from 
the mail server, and updating the cached mailbox in response (col.20, lines 54-64). 

29. As per claim 54, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 52. Reed further taught that synchronizing further comprises retrieving a change to a 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,771 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2152 

mail folder structure of the associated mailbox from the mail server, and updating the cached 
mailbox in response to the change (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 21). 

30. As per claim 58, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 57. Reed further taught to further comprising: notifying the user of wireless client 
device of the change to the mailbox (col. 8, lines 38-43, col. 12, lines 16-17, col. 29, lines 36-38, 
col.37, lines 2-6, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15). 

31. As per claim 59, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 57. Reed further taught that the change to the organizational structure comprises a 
change to a mail folder structure of the mailbox (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, 
lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

32. As per claim 60, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 59. Reed further taught that updating the cached mailbox comprises at least one of 
adding, removing, and renaming a folder in the cached mailbox (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 
34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

33. As per claim 67, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 64. Reed further taught that the change in the organizational structure of the mailbox 
comprises a change to a mail folder structure of the mailbox (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 
34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 
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34. As per claim 68, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 67. Reed further taught that the change to the mail folder structure of the mailbox 
comprises at least one of adding, removing, and renaming a folder in the mailbox (col. 20, lines 
54-64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

35. As per claim 69, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 67. Reed further taught that the information comprises parameters required by a 
message access protocol, to be used by the wireless client device to synchronize by retrieving the 
change to the mail folder form the server (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 21). 

36. As per claim 70, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 64. Reed farther taught to comprise a checking mechanism to check if the wireless 
client device is subscribed to receive the message, the transmitting mechanism then operating to 
push the message only if the wireless client device is so subscribed (col.5, lines 2-7, col.9, lines 
8-16). 

37. As per claim 74, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 73. Reed further taught that synchronizing further comprises retrieving new mail from 
the mail server, and updating the cached mailbox in response (col. 10, lines 29-34, col.21, lines 1- 
5, col.31, lines 45-50, col.32, lines 23-28). 
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38. As per claim 75, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 73. Reed further taught that synchronizing further comprises retrieving a change to a 
mail folder structure of the associated mailbox form the mail server, and updating the cached 
mailbox in response to the change (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, 
col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

39. As per claim 79, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 78. Reed further taught that a notification mechanism to notifying the user of the 
wireless client device of the change to the mailbox (col.8, lines 38-43, col.12, lines 16-17, col.29, 
lines 36-38, col.37, lines 2-6, col.39, lines 10-45, col.43, lines 1-15). 

40. As per claim 80, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 78. Reed further taught that the change to the organized structure comprises a change to 
the mail folder structure of the mailbox (col.20, lines 54-64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, lines 39- 
49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 

41 . As per claim 81, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 80. Reed further taught that updating the cached mailbox comprises at least one of 
adding, removing, and renaming a folder in the cached version of the mailbox (col.20, lines 54- 
64, col.21, lines 34-42, col.23, lines 39-49, col.29, lines 29-34, col.42, lines 18-29). 
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42. As per claims 55 and 76, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 52 and 73. Frietas further taught that the message access protocol comprises 
the MAP (pp. 0038, 0084). 

43. As per claims 51, 56, 63, 72, 77 and 84, Reed, Brunson and Frietas taught the invention 
substantially as claimed in claims 43, 52, 57, 64, 73 and 78. Frietas further taught that the 
message is sent using a SMS (pp. 0022). 

Response to Arguments 

44. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 43, 46-49, 51-60, 63-64, 67-70, 72-81 and 
84 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

45. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Newman et al, US 7,024,457. 
Oberhaus et al, EP 1014629 A2. 

46. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
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47. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl 

June 27, 2006 




